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COMMUNICATIONS. 


SUBORDINATION AND RESPECT TO THE AGED. 
A Thanksgivitig Sermon, By the Editor. 


Leviticus x1x. 32. Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honor 
the face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am the Lord. 


Tue Bible contains a perfect system of good manners, as well as 
good morals. Indeed, it is impossible for it to contain-a system of 
good morals, without containing a system of good manners ; for the 
one lies at the foundation of the other. Some one of good sense 
has remarked, ‘ that it would be impossible for any man to carry 
out, in his external conduct, all the directions contained in Christ’s 
Sermon on the mount, without being a perfect gentleman.’ The 
religion of the Bible is adapted for rules of conduct between man 
and man, as well as between man and his Maker. The letter and 
spirit of that injunction, contained in our Savior’s golden rule, “ All 
things whatsoever ye would that man should do unto you, do ye even 
so to them,”’ presents a perfect guide of conduct and conversation, 
to all persons, in all stations and relations in life. In accordance 
with this principle, the apostle Paul enjoined upon Christians at 
Rome, the duty of subordination and subjection to magistrates, and 
commanded them to render to all theirdues. ‘ Let every soul be 
subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God : 
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the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever, therefore, 
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that 
resist shall receive to themselves damnation. For rulers are not a 
terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the power ? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of 
the same: for he is the minister. of God to thee for good. But if 
thou do that which is evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the sword 
in vain; for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, 
not only for wrath, but also for conscience’ sake, For, for this cause 
pay ye tribute also: for they are God’s ministers, attending contin- 
ually upon this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues: 
tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to 
whom fear; honor to whom honor.” When God gave a code of 
laws to his people from mount Sinai, he did not fail to incorporate 
not merely injunctions or subordination to rulers, but of duty to 
parents, and deference to the aged. The fifth commandment is, 
“‘ Honor thy father and thy mother; that thy days may be long in 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” In the words of my 
text, he expressly commands, ‘‘ Thou shalt rise up before the hoary 
head, and honor the face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am 
the Lord.” This command is as direct and explicit as any in the 
Bible; and the sanction annexed, ‘‘ J am the Lord,” renders it 
peculiarly emphatical. From these considerations the truth is 
obvious, 

That the religion of the Bible enforces subordination, and respect 
to the aged. ‘To illustrate this truth and give its reasons, is one 
main design of this discourse. 

1. The religion of the Bible enforces subordition, and respect to 
the aged, because it is a religion of order. Holiness is the perfection 
of order; and holiness is the religion of the Bible. God is called 
the God of order ; and the apostle commanded Christians, that, in 
all their exercises of worship, every thing should be done decently 
and in order. In the Levitical code, all the transactions of the 
Israelites were to be conducted by rule. No disorder was allowed 
throughout their tribes, and when they encamped, they encamped 
by tribes and families. Every precept which the Bible enjoins is 
worthy of the Sepreme Lawgiver, who moves on the works of crea- 
tion and providence with perfect and harmonious regularity. It is 
impossible, however, that there should be any such thing as order, 
without subordination and respect to the aged. When the child 
begins to behave himself proudly against the ancient, and to cast 
off the matural restraints and respect which are imposed by age; 
society is thrown into confusion, and order must instantly cease. 
Joseph was a man of eminent piety ; and he had respect to the 
order of seniority in seating his brethren at his own table, even 
before he made himself known tothem in the land of Egypt. ‘‘ And 
they sat before him, the first-born according to his birth-right, and 
the youngest according to his youth: and the men marveled one 
at another.” As the religion of the Bible, therefore, is a religion 
of order; it must enforce subordination and respect to the aged. 
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2. The religion of the Bible is a religion of benevolence. It 
regards all beings and objects according to their stations and relations. 
This is evidently implied in the first and great commandment, and 
the second, which is like unto it. “'Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with allthystrength. ‘This is the first and great commandment ; 
and the second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.’’ When these commandments are fulfilled, in their true 
and scriptural import ; all persons will be regarded according to 
their stations and relations ; and consequently due subordination 
and respect to the aged will ever be observed. This is a part of the 
great law of benevolence; and love is the fulfilling of this law. 
Hence the apostle, after enjoining the duty of subordination to magis- 
trates, and commanding Christians to reader to ail their dyes; 
immediately adds, ‘Owe no man any thing, but to love one another ; 
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. for this, Thou 
shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, 
Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if 
there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this 
saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Love 
werketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the 
jaw.” As the religion of the Bible is a religion of benevolence, it 
must enforce respect and subordination to the aged. 

3. The first and most natural kind of government in the human 
family, is Patriarchal. This was the government, which our benev- 
olent Creator first established. The first and most natural classifi- 
cation of the human race is by families. ‘The institution of families, 
necessarily gives to parents a natural prerogative over their children. 
This prerogative, aud this relation, create an obligation of respect 
and subordination in children toward their parents, aad in the young 
coward the aged. Here is where human government first began, 
and here is its proper foundation. I conceive, that the most natural 
and perfect government, in the human family, is patriarchal. Had 
it not been for the moral depravity of mankind, I am constrained to 
believe, that there never would have been any other kind of civil 
government. Be that as it may, here is the foundation of human 
authority ; and when families first cembined for mutual interest or 
self-defense, and clected a chief in common, they did but choose 
one who should be considered and treated as a Patriarch. But, it 
is one design of the religion of the Bible, to enforce and preserve 
things in their natural order; and for this reason it must enfogce 
subordination and respect to the aged. To strike a blow at this 
foundation, is to strike a blow at the foundation of all civil govern- 
ment, and prepare the way for universal anarchy. The Bible 
evidently places duty to parents, subordination to rulers, and respect 
to the aged on the same foundation ; and they are all sanctioned by 
equal authority. Families combined, at the present day, constitute 
civil communities; and so it was with the people of Israel. They 
were united together in families and tribes, and notwithstanding their 
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government finally became a Theocracy, the patriarchal authority 
was ever acknowledged and enforced. In civil communities, at the 
present day, if government were properly balanced and administered, 
every family would enjoy its due proportion of influence, and patri- 
archal authority be as readily acknowledged and sustained, as it was 
ip the families of Noah and Abraham. When God enjoined the 
precept in the text, therefore, he enjoined the first principles of civil 
order and civil authority; and he recognized obedience to this 

pt as connected with godly fear and religious veneration.— 
** Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honor the face of 
the old man, and fear thy God; I am the Lord.” 

4. Subordination and respect to the aged, are virtually enforced in 
our Savior’s golden rule. ‘Therefore; all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do unto you, do ye evensoto them ; for this 
is the law and the prophets.” No one can be governed by the spirit 
of this precept, and yet be an anarchist, or neglect to treat the aged 
with proper deference and respect. For, there is no one, who, if 
placed by Divine Providence in the station of a magistrate, or 
arrived at an advanced age, would not wish to be treated with defer- 
ence and respect himself. There is indeed no anarchist in the 
world, but what would recoil and shrink from his own principles, 
the moment they began to revert upon his own head. This was 
demonstrated in the leaders of the French Revolution. When they 
began to stir up the troubled waters of anarchy, they triumphed in 
their own shame, trampled with exultation upon age and station, 
were “ not afraid to speak evil of dignities,’”’ and dreaded nothing 
from the wrath of either God or man. But, when they were made 
to drink for themselves, the dregs of that bitter cup which they had 
mingled for athers; their spirits failed, they shuddered at the worm- 
wood and the gall, and sought a shelter from the turbulence of faction 
beneath the iron rod of a military despotism. They found it easy to 
let out the waters of revolution, and to stain those waters with the 
blood of thousands of victims ; but they were unable to shut the 
floodgates which they had madly opened, nor could they stay them- 
selves upon the tide, which was hurrying them to the gulf of 
destruction. They could not return to a limited monarchy ; for it 
was then too late. They could not abide nor control the fury of the 
mob ; for like the whirlwind and earthquake combined, it prostrated 
and engulphed the sturdiest oaks, and castles which had defied the 
storms of a thousand centuries. Their only alternative, then, was, 
to crouch to the sceptre of some master-spirit, like Napoleon, who 
had power and skill to ride upon the storm; and, with despotic 
sway, could chain the passions of the angry throng. The history 
of that eventful! period, and the rapid change from monarchy to an- 
archy, and from anarchy to despotism, should teach civil communi- 
ties throughout the world, a lesson of wisdom which might, if im- 

roved, save them from the same general wreck. But, nations, 
ike individuals, are willing to learn only by experience; and to 
understand, through their own folly and madness, that “‘ the way 
of transgressors is hard.” A departure from “the golden rule,” at 
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once stirs up the spirit of insubordination, tramples upon human 
and divine authority, neither fears God nor regards man, pours con- 
tempt upon heads “ silvered with age,” and treats those locks, which 
Solomon pronounces “a crown of glory;” as if they were insignia 
of ignominy and shame. Our Savior’s golden rule, therefore, which 
contains the essence of the religion of the Bible, must enforce sub- 
ordination and respect to the aged. 

5. Those who have been the most eminent for piety, have always 
been the most scrupulous to regard the precept of the text. Even 
Solomon, upon the throne of Israel, rose up before his aged mother, 
and caused her to be seated at his right hand. Our Pilgrim fath- 
ers were eminent for piety; and no one can read their journals, 
without being affected with their manifest deference to the aged, 
and subordination to those in authority. President Edwards, at an 
early age, wrote a resolution in his Diary, that he would never, 
either in word or look, manifest displeasure or disrespect at his 
father or mother; and as he treated his father and mother with 
peculiar deference, so he treated all aged persons with whom he 
had any intercourse, and every station and relation in life was re- 
garded by him according to its relative importance. Moses, the 
law-giver of Israel, who stood at the head of the tribes, was set to 
guide more than half a million through the wilderness, and with 
whom God was pleased to converse face to face, as a man convers- 
eth with his friend; treated his aged father-in-law with peculiar 
respect, and in deference to his judgment, made an important 
change in the civil government of the whole nation. If we trace 
the history of pious men, in any age of the world, we shall find, that 
the most godly among them have been the most scrupulous and 
punctual to observe the letter and spirit of the text. 

6. God, by repeated precepts, and peculiar manifestations of his 
displeasure, has reprobated the spirit of insubordination and disre- 
spect to the aged. The words of the text are explicit. ‘Thou 
shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honor the face of the old 
man, and fear thy God: I am the Lord.” Inthe decalogue it is 
written, ‘‘ Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be 
Jong in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” Again it is 
written, “‘ He that curseth father or mother shall be surely put to 
death.” When some of the people of Israel in the wilderness rose 
up in the spirit of insurrection, and rebelled against the constituted 
authorities, the anger of the Lord burned against them, and they 
were cut off from among the people. God commanded, that when 
a son became rebellious against his parents, by gluttony and drunk- 
enness, and refused to obey them; they should bring him out to 
the gate of their city, and testify against him, and all the congre- 
gation should stone him with stones till he died. Solomon says, 
“The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his 
mother, the ravens of the vally shall pick it out, and the young eagles 
shalleat it.” When children mocked Elisha, saying, “Go up, bald 
head ! go up,bald head !” God was exceedingly displeased, and sent 
forth two she bears out of the wood, which tare forty and two of 
them, 
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I have now said sufficient to illustrate the truth, that the religion 
of the Bible enforces subordination and respect to the aged; and 
shall close with some Depuctions and Remarks. 

1. If the religion of the Bible enforces subordination, and respect 
to the aged: then the Bible contains the only elements of civil gov- 
ernment, which can abide the test of political sophistry, or maintain 
authority and wholesome law, against the violence of faction, or the 
machinations of intriguing demagogues. All the wisdom of the 
wisest politicians is consummate foolishness, in comparison with 
the maxims contained in the Bible. Indeed, no politician is wise 
either for himself, or for the community, any farther than he draws 
his doctrines of civil polity, either directly or indirectly from the 
Word of God. ‘The most admirable features of our national Con. 
stitution, were based upon first principles enforced in the Bible; 
and if they are maintained, they must be maintained upon the prin- 
ciples of Bible-religion. The first, and almost the only elementary 
principles of civil government are contained in the truth derived 
from the text: ‘ Subordination, and respect to the aged.’ “'Tuou 
SHALT RISE UP BEFORE THE HOARY HEAD, AND HONOR THE FACE OF 

.THE OLD MAN, AND FEAR THY Gop: I am Tue Lorp.”’ Let this 
precept be universally obeyed, and we should see the only “ golden 
age” of ‘the world, and government would be, in all respects, the 
most complete and perfect. We should never hear of either vio- 
lence or mobs; but there would be one universal reign of peace, 
It is because these elementary principles are disregarded, or not 
carried into practice, that civil governments totter, and crumble, 
and fall; and if any thing ever destroys our own Constitution, and 
deprives this nation of the blessings of civil and religious liberty, 
it will be that radical spirit, which mocks at age and station, and 
emphatically sets at nought the injunction contained in the text. 
Eradicate this principle, and liberty at once degenerates into licens 
tiousness ; and when the passions of men are let loose, we may bid 
farewell to every thing which deserves the name of order, law, or 
freedom. It is because the British Constitution, as badly as it has 
sometimes been administered, has maintained the elementary prin: 
ciples of civil government as drawn from the Word of God, and 
peremtorily enforced a salutary deference to age and station, that it 
has stood the lapse of so many centuries, while all other kingdoms 
of Europe have either been revolutionized, or groaned beneath the 
iron rod of despotism. It may indeed be questioned, whether 
subjects of the British empire do not, at this moment, enjoy more 
of rational liberty, than any other people on earth. However this 
may be, we may rest assured, that there are no true principles of 
civil authority, or of genuine and rational freedom aside from those 
which are drawn from the Bible. 

2. If the religion of the Bible enforces subordination, ayd respect . 
to the aged ; then those who are seeking to destroy the religion . of 
the Bible, are seeking to destroy all civil government, all subordina- 
tion, all respect to age and station, and every thing which deserves 
the name of law, order or rational liberty. It is true, that these are 
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fiot their pretentions ; but, like the infidels of France and Germany, 
they profess to be seeking a freedom which is agreeable to reason. 
But, there is no rational liberty, except what is founded upon the 
religion of the Bible ; and when this is destroyed, there is no alter- 
native but anarchy or despotism. The levelling principles of infi- 
delity, therefore, strike a deadly blow at every thing which is desirable 
in human society; and infidels in this country are aiming at a 
radicalism, which like an overwhelming deluge, and the besom of 
destruction, threatens to sweep our land of every civil and religious 
enjoyment. 

3. Ifthe religion of the Bible enforces subordination, and respect 
to the aged ; then the seeds of good government, as well as the seeds 
of revolution and anarchy must be sown and nurtured in the family 
circle. Here is the beginning and end of all law, government, order 
and religion. No civil government is in any respect rational or 
desirable, which is not, in its elementary principles, patriarchal. 
Let family government be univetsally subverted, and no free civil 
government on earth can be maintained. But, let the principles of 
patriarchal subordination, deference to the aged, law and religion, 
be maintained in families, and there can be no difficulty in main- 
taining a good, wholesome, rational and free civil government. 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it.” No man, who has been properly trained 
to religious subordination and respect for age and station, in the family 
circle, will ever be found in the mob or cabal, or be disposed to cast 
off the wholesome restraints of law and order. If therefore, religion, 
order and government are to be maintained in this country, they 
must be maintained by families ; and if we are to be involved in the 
horrors and carnage of anarchy, or chained by the shackles of a 
military despotism, the germ and root of all the evil may be traced to 
radicalism, insubordination, and irreligion in families. 

4. If the principles advanced in this discourse be correct; ther 
the present aspect of our country is exceedingly dark and foreboding. 

The principles of infidelity are widely diffused, and eagerly 
embraced. Indeed, infidels in this country are now much more 
bold and daring, than they were in France and Germany before the 
French Revolution. There, for along time they propagated their 
doctrines in secret, under covert of secret society, and a widely 
extended private correspondence. If they published at all, they 
published under assumed names and fictitious signatures; and they 
corresponded with one another in the same way, lest their treason 
against government should be detected, defeated and punished. 
They secured for themselves stations of public trust, contrived to 
infuse their doctrines extensively intoschools and public seminaries 
of learning ; and even the Royal Academy at Paris, did not esca 
contamination, or fail to come under their influence and control. tn 
all their movements, the infidels of Europe were extremely cautious, 
and secured by intrigue and secret management what they were 
afraid openly either to avow or vindicate. But, in our own times 
and in our own land, infidelity appears with a bold frort. Its 
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doctrines are openly preached, both in the city and in the country ; 
and the public press, to no inconsiderable exteni, is prostituted to 
its baleful designs. But the doctrines and exertions of infidels are 
aiming a deadly blow at all government, order and religion, and 
threaten to sap the very foundation of both civil and religious liberty. 
The levelism of infidelity is rapidly opening the way tor universal 
anarchy ; and anarchy must invariably sweep away every thing which 
is lovely and precious in the land. 

Licentiousness is a legitimate fruit of infidelity, and is consequently 
prevailing to an alarming degree. Sensuality and infidelity must 
of necessity keep equal pace. For the doctrines of infidelity, are 
doctrines of licentiousness. Hence the sentiment, which has been 
openly avowed, that the marriage covenant ought to be dissolved at 
the pleasure of the parties; and even universal concubinage has 
been openly advocated by infidel writers. 

Allied to infidelity and licentiousness is the spirit of insubordina- 
tion. ‘The riotous proceedings, so general through our country, 
the last year, evince a disposition to cast off all legal restraints, and 
to trample upon every thing that is excellent, lovely and of good re- 
port. A man can hardly consider himself safe, either in person or 
property, if he happens to engage in free discussion on moral sub- 
jects, or advances sentiments which are unpopular. 

Neglect of family government and family religion is another sign 
of the times, whichis truly portentous. Here we have seen, is the 
foundation of law and order. When therefore, family government 
and religion are treated with contempt or neglect ; the bane of corrup- 
tion must be spreading with great rapidity, and threatening to sap 
the foundation of all our civil and religious institutions. 

Disrespect to age and station is another alarming feature of 
the times. Many of our youth and children bear upon their 
very brows the marks of impudence; the aged are crowded 
out of place; the badge of civil authority is treated with con- 
tempt; and multitudes of the rising generation seem to glory 
in their own shame. ‘These are signs of moral and political declen- 
sion, which give a threatening aspect to our civil and religious in- 
stitutions, and afford great reasons for alarm to every lover of law, 
order and piety. ‘The command of God is explicit :—‘‘ Thou shalt 
rise up before the hoary head, and honor the face of the old man, 
and fear thy God: I am the Lord.” It is also foretold in the Scrip- 
tures as a time of great licentiousness and declension, when the 
child shall behave himself proudly against the ancient, and the base 
against the honorable. 

In short, the present aspect of our country seems to answer, with 
great exactness, to Paul’s desciption in his second epistle to Timo- 
thy. ‘This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boast- 
ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to paarnts, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God ; having a form of god- 
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Withouta great, thorough and speedy reform, then, we may rest 
assured, that our country is swiftly hastening to ruin. 

Finally, We have reason to be thankful, that the people of this 
country have in their own hands the means of reformation. If dis- 
posed, they may reform. They still have a Bible, and a Sabbath, 
and a preached gospel, which, if they would improve, would make 
them wise unto salvation. This affords true reason for thanksgiving 
and praise to God, while, at the same time, it increases their obli- 
gation to improve their privileges, and their criminality if they dis- 
obey. To the people of this country, who are the sovereign, may, 
with the greatest propriety, be addressed the exhortation of Daniel 
to Nebuchadnezzar. ‘‘ Wherefore, let my counsel be acceptable 
unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine ini- 
quities by showing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening 
out of thy tranquility.” 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
THE SCHEME OF MORAL SUASION EXAMINED. 
No. 3. 


In my last, I considered several objections against the scheme 
that is opposed to that of moral suasion. In this, my concluding 
number, I design to take a collateral view of the two schemes, in 
which it will be my turn to raise objections. 

1. The true scheme of the gospel claims to be the best conceivable 
scheme. ‘“ Heis the Rock, his work is perfect.” Wecan conceive 
of no more complete—no more glorious and impressive exercise and 
display of all the divine perfections forever, than this scheme includes. 
Hence, we can conceive of no scheme better adapted to occasion 
the highest ultimate knowledge, holiness, and happiness in the 
universe. It is the deepest design conceivable, and the most 
surpassing all created wisdom. It will secure the most manifold 
display of the wisdom of God, and in all respects, is worthy of its 
origin -in the absofute perfectiorr of God. Though this scheme 
includes many evils both natural and moral, they are att desigtted 
by infinite wisdont to occasion a greater absolute amount of good, 
that could tot otherwise exist. So that all_things considered, it is, 
as it claints to be, the best conceivable scheme. 

It is otherwise with the scheme of moral suasion, which only 
claims to be the best possible scheme which God is able to effect, 
without exerting his creative power in causing our volitions. Accord- 
ing to this scheme, if Satan and “ almighty man’’* had pleased to 
have always walked in all the divine statutes, and kept all sin and 
misery out of the universe, it would have been unspeakably better, 





** Heaven but permits, almighty man decrees.""—yotre. 
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all things considered, and more agreeable to the divine choice.— 
Though there had been no exercise and display of the justice and 
grace of God—no work of redemption—no peculiar union between 
Christ and the believer—no vessels of mercy and of wrath—no new 
birth, or coming out of nature’s darkness into God’s marvelous 
light by the power of the Divine Spirit—no song of Moses and of 
the Lamb—no hell to be a contrast to heaven, and to raise the 
emotions, passions, and affections of creatures—no variety in sinful 
moral character—no ‘ forgiveness with God that he might be feared’ 
—and in short, no relations, obligations, duties, discoveries, or 
enjoyments which involve the existence of some sin and misery— 
still, according to this scheme, there had been an unspeakably higher 
ultimate degree of holiness and happiness in the universe—an hypoth- 
esis repugnant to both scripture and common sense. Between the 
adopted system, and the best conceivable one, according to this 
hypothesis, there is an incomprehensible difference and contrast. I 
now leave it to any person of common sense to say, which scheme, 
in respect to its claims, bears upon its face the features of ‘the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God.’? The truth is, the compara- 
tively low and groveling claims of the system of moral suasion 
bespeak its origin from beneath and not from heaven. It does not 
even claim to be a-scheme worthy of “ the only wise God.” 

2. The true scheme of the gospel clothes God with absolute 
omnipotence. Its language is, “* With God all things are possible,” 
‘“*who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.” Accord- 
ing to the true gospel, God can govern the heart of a free moral 
agent, as easily and completely as he caw govern the wind, for 
even “the kings heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of 
water ; he turneth it whithersoever he will.” 

But the scheme of moral suasion robs God of his creative, efficient 
power as exerted in the province of mind, and thus subverts the true 
idea of God’s omnipotence. It teaches that God would cause all his 
rational creatures to walk forever in all his statutes if he could, but 
that he is unable to do it. Omnipotence is power to do whatever is 
possible in the nature of things. But in view of scripture, or of 
reason, it is not impossible in the nature of things for God by his 
creative power, to work in his creatures both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure, and to cause them “to err from his ways,’’ or to 
“ walk in his statutes,” while they are free, active, and accountable 
agents, as I sufficiently demonstrated in my other numbers. Hence 
the scheme of moral suasion in a true and proper sense, subverts 
the doctrine of God’s omnipotence, and with it, the real divinity and 
glory of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

3. The true gospel is perfectly adapted to secure the highest 
conceivable blessedness of God, and the greatest disappointment, 
shame, and misery of his final enemies. ‘The blessedness of God 
depends upon his benevolent desires, designs, and conduct. We 
cannot conceive of the divine blessedness as separated from these. 
We read, “‘ I am the Lord which exercise loving kindness, jadgment, 
and righteousness in the the earth, for in these things I delight, saith 
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the Lord.’ The perfection of the divine blessedness, therefore, is 
dependent upon the absolute perfection of the divine purposes, and 
of their execution. But the true gospel represents God as perfectly 
able to do all the good he can conceive, and as actually gratifying 
all his benevolent desires, designs, and feelings. Says Job, ‘ He is 
of one mind, and who can turn him? and what his soul desireth, 
even that he doeth.” Again we read, “‘ He doecth according to his 
will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, 
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, what doest thou ?” 
“There is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, 
and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, 
My counsei shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.’””’ The best 
scheme therefore which God can conceive, or the one his heart 
desires, that he has chosen and is executing in the best possible 
manner, which must secure his highest conceivable blessedness, and 
the complete disappointment, and misery of all his final enemies. 

But the scheme of moral suasion clothes rational creatures with a 
self-determining power, which, according to this scheme, they have 
exerted contrary to God’s purposes, or at least to what his soul 
desires, greatly to the absolute injury of his system, and consequently 
to the expense of his blessedness. According to this scheme, it 
would seem that Satan has, thus far, out-generaled ‘the Captain of 
our salvatien,”’ and destroyed more souls than Christ and the Holy 
Spirit could save. He has been so powerful and crafty, and laid his 
plans so deep, and executed them so faithfully, that he has caused 
more sin in the world than the Holy Spirit has been able to cause 
holiness, and has destroyed vastly more souls than Ged has been able 
to sanctify and save. 

Hence, according to this scheme, the enemies of the Captain of 
our salvation may hold an eternal triumph and jubilee, because they 
have so thwarted the wishes of their adversary, so defeated the 
perfection of his plan, and prevented his perfect blessedness. For, 
according to this view, all the sin and misery they have caused, 
have been an absolute injury to the system God has adopted, all 
things considered, and detracted immensely from the highest con- 
ceivable blessedness of God, and good of the universe. 

4. The true gospel is perfectly adapted to promote genuine 
conviction, conversion, and all the christian graces; while the system 
of moral suasion is adapted to promote atheism, infidelity, and false 
religion. This wii appear by several particular considerations. 

1. Living in the fear of the Lord all the day long is one important 
and comprehensive christian grace which the true gospel tends to 
promote. It brings God near, in the constant execution of his 
eternal and universal purposes. It places all second causes in the 
hand of the First Cause, and brings the exercises of the divine power 
and sovreignty directly before our eyes in every event. It places 
every creature, in the hand of God as the clay is in the hand of the 
potter. Though every man’s heart deviseth his way, it shows that 
the Lord directeth his steps—and though there are many devices in 
a man’s heart, it shows that thg counsel of the Lord shall staud, and 
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that he will do all his pleasure. Its language is, “‘ He is the Rock, 
tis work is perfect, for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth 
and without iniquity, just and right is he.” But the scheme of 
moral suasion thrusts a multitude of second or instrumental causes 
before our minds as efficient ones, which tends to keep the hand 
and heart of God out of sight. It represents him as unable to devise 
and execute the best conceivable scheme, or as dependent upon his 
creatures for the perfection of his works, which tends to banish all 
true fear of God from the mind. 

2. The true gospel tends to fill the minds of creatures with a 
sense of entire dependence upon God. It leaves us active, volun- 
tary, and accountable creatures, completely in the hand of God, who 
turneth the heart of man whithersoever he will. But the scheme of 
moral suasion denies our highest kind of dependence upon God, 
that is, dependence for all our successive perceptions, sensations, 
volitions and affections, which tends to fill the mind with self-suffi- 
ciency, pride, self-consequence and practical atheism. 

3. The true gospel lays a proper foundation for prayer, and is 
perfectly adapted in all respects to lead persons to call upon God, 
and encourage them to use the means of grace. It represents him 
as infipitely able to grant all our requests, as perfectly disposed to 
grant every request which is desirable all things considered, and as 
determined to answer every holy and fervent petition, agreeably to 
its chief desire, and we can conceive of no greater encouragement 
to prayer. It further represents prayer as the appointed means of 
securing the divine favors. But the sheme of moral suasion repre- 
sents God as disposed to answer our devout petitions for the sancti- 
fication and salvation of all others, but as unable to do it, consist- 
ently with the free agency of creatures. It clothes eyery sinner in 
the world with complete power to prevent God from regenerating 
and saving him. It whdfly denies Goq’s efficient government of the 
hearts of his creatures, and consequently destroys the true and 
proper ground of encouragement to pray and use the means of 
grace. It rovolutianiges the scriptural form of prayer, and makes 
it proper to say, not, ‘‘O Lord, if it be thy will, grant this or that,” 
but “‘O Lord, if thou art able, grant our requests.” 

4. The true gospel tends to promote submission and resignation 
to God under the insults, abuses and cruelties we receive at the 
hand of our enemies. It directs the minds of the abused and op- 

ressed beyond the instrument or second cause, to God, who em- 
ploys the wicked as his sword to punish and chastise. So David 
said when Shemei reproached him unjustly, “Let him alone, and 
let him carse, for the Lord hath bidden him.” And Job, when the 
news arrived respecting the bands of robbers and kidnappers, said, 
“ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the 
name of the Lord.’? David also prays ‘‘ Deliver me from the wick- 
ed which is thy sword, from wicked men which are thy hand, O 
Lord.” But the system of moral suasion denies that the agency of 
God is exerted in bringing such evils upon us, as their efficient 
cause, though they are commonly the greatest evils of life ; and 
destroys the ground of all such submission to God. 
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5. The true gospel tends to promote holy joy and rejoicing in God 
with devout thanksgiving in respect to all the events of life. It 
represents every event as the effect of infinite wisdom, goodness, 
and power as a part of the, best conceivable system and as 
adapted to work together for the highest ultimate good of the uni- 
verse. And can we conceive a more solid ground of constant joy 
in God in respect to all things. For the purposes and agency he 
exerts in respect to all things, we have constant reasons for thanks- 
giving and praise. But the scheme of moral suasion denies that 
God exerts his creative power in causing all events, and hence it 
subverts the ground of holy joy and rejoicing in God with thanks- 
giving in respect to all things. 

6. The true gospel tends to inspire perfect trust and confidence 
in God in respect to all the divine promises, and predictions, and to 
all the proper objects of hope. It places a God of infinite wisdom, 
goodness, and power upon the throne of the universe, working all 
things after the counsel of his own will, and executing the best con- 
ceivable scheme in the best manner. But the scheme of moral 
suasion dethrones him in the most vital and important respects, and 
wrests the whole province of created mind, and the human heart in 
particular from his efficient control. It represents him as depend- 
ent upon his creatures for the final degree of perfection in his plan 
of creation, and redemption, and doomed forever to contemplate a 
system despoiled of that supreme glory which it might have had, iv 
creatures had only walked agreeably to his desires. - But this view 
of God and his government completely destroys the foundation of 
all true faith and confidence in him in respect to his promises and 
predictions, and to all our highest hopes. 

7. The true gospel is adapted to make sinners see and realise 
the plague of their own hearts, the real nature and ground of the 
controversy between them and God, and to occasion genuine con- 
viction for sin. The faithful exhibition of its true principles is per- 
fectly adapied to make them see and feel that their carnal minds 
are enmity against God, not subject to his law or moral government 
which binds them to submit to his efficient government, neither in- 
deed can be. It shows them that they are “ haters of God,” and 
eompletely unreconciled to his character, his law, his government, 
and that they must become “ new creatures,”’ and have a new heart 
and a new spirit of disintrested benevolence, or be at war with God 
and sink under his wrath forever. But the scheme of moral suasion 
has a tendency éxactly the reverse. It tells the sinner that God has 
always done and is doing all he can tosanctify and save him, without 
destroying his moral agency. This allows him to believe, that when- 
ever he supremely seeks his future happiness, that the feelings of God 
harmonise essentially with his own in relation tothat object. Hence 
it denies the true and chief ground of controversy between God and 
the sinner, and virtually alledges that a state of enmity against the 
true God and gospel among natural men is a chimera. It recon- 
ciles man to God by making sinners believe that God and they are 
essentially agreed in desires and feelings respecting their salvation, 
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which is the fundamental point in the controversy, and thus leads 
them to imagine they are truly reconciled to him before they have 
even found out the real plague of their own hearts. 

In these and many other respects the true gospel and the scheme 
of moral suasion are a contrast in their teudency in relation to true 
piety and godliness. I observe, 

5. That under the preaching of the true gospel, sinners often - 
make such objections as these: ‘‘ Why doth he yet find fault, for 
who hath resisted his will?” “If the truth of God hath more 
abounded through my lie unto his glory, why yet am I also judged 
asasinner?’’ But under the system of moral suasion such objec. 
tions are no: heard: 

6. It is a maxim of the true gospel that “all scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness ; that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto ail good works.” And 
another, that the word of the Lord is quick and powerful, and 
sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” But it 
seems to be a maxim of the system of moral suasion that some parts 
of the Bible are unprofitable, of a dangerous tendency, and ought ta 
be neglected, or much pains taken to turn them from their obvious 
import. I will mention a few classess of these neglected and often 
perverted texts.” 

1. That class of texts which teach the absolute dependence of 
the creature, of which are the following: “ As the clay is in the 
potter’s hand, so are ye in my hand, O house of Israel.” ‘‘ Not that 
we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves, but 
our sufficiency is of Cod.” ‘So then, neither is he that planteth 
any thing, neither he that watererh, but God who giveth the increase.” 
“IT know, O Lord, that the way of man is not in himself: it is notin 
man that walketh, to direct his steps.” ‘In him we live, and move, 
and have our being.” 

2. That class which teaches directly that God governs the heart 
just as he pleases, of which are these: “‘ The kings heart is in the 
hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water; he turneth it whithersoever 
he will.” ‘‘ The preparation of the heart in man, and the answer 
of the tongue is from the Lord.” ‘ He fashioneth their hearts alike,’’ 
“« He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal subtilly with his 
servants.” 

3. That class which teaches that God exerts his creative power 
in renewing and sanctifying the heart, of which are these: ‘“‘ We 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,” 
‘“‘ Create in me a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within me.” 
‘** A new heart also will I give thee, and a new spirit will I put within 
thee, and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh.” 

4. That class which expresses the creative power or agency of 
God in hardening and blinding the heart, such as these: “ But 
Sihon king of Heshbon, would not let us pass by him, for the Lord 
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thy God hardened his spirit, and made his heart obstinate.’’ “‘ There- 
fore, they could not believe, because that Esaias said again,’,“‘ He 
hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart, that they should 
not see with their eyes, nur understand with their heart, and be 
converted, and I should heal them.’’? ‘ And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh; for I have hardened his heart, and the 
heart of his servants; that I might show these my signs before him.” 
** For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, 
and give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God shall be 
fulfilled.” 

5. That class of texts which express the supreme end or purpose 
of God in relation to the vessels of mercy aud the vessels of wrath, of 
which are these: “‘ The Lord hath made all things for himself, yea, 
even the wicked for the day of evil.” ‘* What if God, willing to show 
his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much long 
suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction, and that he might 
make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he 
had afore prepared unto glory.” ‘* But these, as natural brute beasts, 
made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they un- 
der stand not, and shall utterly perish in their own corruption.” “And 
in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to show in 
thee my power, and that my name may be declared throughout all 
the earth.” “I have created him for my glory.” 

6. That class which cxpress the absolute sovereignty of God in 
forming the moral characters of men, of which are these: ‘‘ Shall 
the thing formed say unto him that formed it, why hast thou made 
me thus! Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honor, and another unto dishonor ?’”’ 
** Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom 
he will he hardeneth.” 

7. Those texts which represent moral agents as the instruments 
that God uses to fulfil his purposes, such as follow: “O Assyrian, 
the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indigna- 
tion.” ‘ Deliver my soul from the wicked which is thy sword ; 
from wicked men which are thy hand,O Lord.” “ Shall the ax 
boast itself against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw 
magnify itself against him that shaketh it ?” 

These classes of texts are awful heresy in their obvious sense, or 
else the system of moral suasion is such. And the advocates of this 
system are careful to pass over such passages with studious silence, 
and neglect, except when they summons moral courage or rather 
presumption enough to attack their obvious meaning, and explain 
them away—while they accuse those who dwell on such subjects, as 
unprofitable and useless or dangerous preachers. On the contrary, 
those who preach the true gospel, adopt the maxim, that all scripture 

is profitable, and means as it says. 

The trae scheme of the gospel is in complete harmony with itself, 
with the whole Bible, with conscience, and with reason and facts. 
It is otherwise with the system of moral suasion, which is at war with 
these at almost every step. I ask any advocate of that scheme to 
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account for the fact that the use of the means of grace has produced 
such opposite effects, where the means, manner, moral character 
and circumstances have been essentially similar? How often hasa 
comparatively feeble use of means been attended “ with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven,” while a powerful use has only proved 
a savor of death untodeath. The striking dissimilarity in the effects, 
where means essentially similar have been used, is a most complete 
demonstration of the fallacy of the scheme of moral suasion, and of 
the truth of the opposite scheme which affirms, “ Neither is he that 
planteth any thing, neither he that watereth, but God who giveth 
the increase.” 

Again, I ask the advocates of the scheme of moral suasion, to 
account for the fact that some of the true and faithful prophets, and 
he who ‘spake as never man spake,’ preached the gospel with no 
more success in turning men to God. Were Elijah, and Isaiah, and 
Jeremiah, who proclaimed the divine messages with so little success 
in turning mentoGod, unfaithful teachers and watchmen? Was Christ 
unfaithful, who was ‘anointed topreach the gospel to the poor,’ and 
who filled the sacred office as a teacher and watchman for about three | 
years? Did he not speak as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes? -Did he not know the heart, and was he not able to reach 
it by divine truth? Did he not possess and exercise the tremendous 
power of working miracles to enforce his instructions, and was not 
the whole system of divine truth the whole imagery of nature, and a 
most complete knowledge of all the means of grace at his command ? 
Could he not answer every objection, explain every truth, remove all 
natural difficulties and darkness, and enforce every truth with 
unspeakably more moral power than other preachers? Why then 
did not the multitudes in general immediately repent and embrace 
the gospel, when thus presented in all its moral power and heavenly 
attractions? Ifthe success of the gospel depends solely or chiefly 
upon the degree of moral power with which it is enforced, why was 
it not completely successful when preached by Christ ? This question 
it is believed can never be answered on the ground of moral suasion, 
and can find a solution only in that divine sovereignty in which 
Christ rejoiced, saying, “I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: Even so, Father, for 
so it seemed good in thy sight.” 

But it will be said that the system of moral suasion is more suc- 
cessful in making converts, than the one which I advocate. And 
what if itis? Is that scheme which is the most successful in con- 
verting mankind to its principles, the only true scheme? Such a 
maxim as this is not only fallacious, but fatal to the scheme of moral 
suasion, which is not so successful in securing converts to its prin- 
ciples as several other schemes of religion. The scheme of religion 
which the Scribes and Pharisees advocated, was more successful in 
securing converts while Christ lived, than the gospel which he advo- 
cated. They compassed sea and land to make proselytes, and their 
proselytes so out numbered the converts of Christianity, as to form 
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and turn public sentiment in such a manner, extent, and degree, as 
to take the life of Christ, and persecute, banish, and at length put to 
death the apostles. The truth is, the mere success of any scheme 
of religion in securing converts to its principles, is no proof that it 
is a true and scriptural scheme ; but the great success of a scheme 
of religion when public sentiment is manifestly corrupt, and when 
the ‘‘ days are evil,” is presumptive evidence against the moral 
excellence of the scheme. There isa previous question to be decided, 
before the success of a scheme may be admitted as evidence of its 
truth or real utility; and that question is, Does the scheme lead those 
who embrace it to believe and practice all the truths and duties taught 
us in the Bible, in their obvious import? If not, then the more 
success, the more ground of suspicion and condemnation. There 
is and can be but one scheme that is adapted to do this, and that 
this scheme is not the scheme of moral suasion, is a truth which 
facts and observation unite to confirm. Let this rule be adopted, 
and I have no fear at all from a comparison of this scheme with the 
one I have endeavored to sustain. 

Once more; the faithful and successful advocates of the true gospel 
have commonly been considered and treated by mankind as the off- 
scouring of all things, and have been almost every where spoken 
against. Said Jeremiah, ‘‘ Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast 
borne me a man of strife, and a man of contention to the whole 
earth.” And the great apostle also said, ‘‘ Even unto this present 
hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, 
and have no certain dwelling place; and labor, working with our 
hands. Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it; 
being defamed, we entreat: we are made as the filth of the world, 
and are the off-scouring of all things unto this day.” The true 
prophets, Christ, and the apostles were hated, despised, reviled, and 
persecuted, most of them unto death, in reality for nothing but the 
self-denying and reproving truths and duties they taught and enforced. 

But the advocates of moral suasion are not thus hated, despised, 
reviled, and persecuted by the world for advocating the distinctive 
principles of their scheme, which are not thus repulsive to the natural 
hearts of all unregenrrate men. It is true, the advocates of the 
scheme of moral suasion, sometimes enforce the true and hated 
principles of the gospel, and receive persecution for it. But those are 
not principles peculiar to their scheme which bring upon them their 
persecution, when they are persecuted for enforcing truth and right- 
eousness. In this they differ from the faithful advocates of the true 
gospel, who are chiefly hated, opposed, reviled, and persecuted for 
advocating truths and duties which no other scheme professes to 
embrace. 

In conclusion, I now confidently and fearlessly appeal to every 
candid person familiar with the scriptures, to every one who is welt 
acquainted with the distinctive features and principles of the gospel, 
or who knows the deceit, selfishness, and enmity of the natural heart 
of man against the true God, and the true gospel, whether the scheme 
of moral suasion, which I have brought into view in these numbers, 
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is not, to all intents and purposes, “another gospel” from that taught 
in the Bible. So it seems to me; and hence these numbers, to 
expose and warn against its false principles. Though called forth 
in self-defence, it is because I believe and know the principles I 
have advocated to be true and scriptural, that I have attempted to 
defend them in the face of a frowning, unbelieving, and persecuting 
world and nominal church. I conclude these numbers will receive 
no reply from Mr. Hopkins, whose attack upon my principles and 
publications occasioned them, since he is so averse to religious con- 
troversy: still I hope others, and especially the conductors of the 
Christian Quarterly Spectater will not condemn them without 
attempting to refute them, as my Thanksgiving Sermon was treated 
by them. 

I am aware that many of the friends of the scheme of moral 
suasion have a degree of zeal which is worthy of a better cause, and 
I intetid to give them all proper credit fer sincerity im really believing 
the false principles of their scheme, and of thinking it a great 
improvement upon the only system of means, measures, and princi- 
ples which is scriptural, and defensible. That sincerely and 
confidently believing errors, however, does not make them true, is a 
maxim I am prepared to affirm and admit. Moreover, I desire to 
give the advocates of this system, sometimes called Taylorism, but 
which I have chosen to denominate by the appellation of moral 
suasion, all proper credit for exposing and refuting several Antino- 
mian and Triangular errors which had long marred the beauty and 
ssrength of the nominally orthodox churches. But I will not give 
them any credit for running off the line of truth in the other direc- 
tion, and adopting and propagating the principles of Arminianism, 
which Dr. Emmons has justly styled the “‘ quint-essence of all heresy.” 
Let these men consider, that the high toned ethics which many of 
them advocate, are the legitimate offspring of high toned divinity, 
and raise their tone of divinity to the standard of the Bible, and they 
shall be welcomed to the joys and perils of the true christian and 
ministerial warfare. ‘‘ What God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder.’ In the mean time, let us all imitate the example of 
the noble Bereans, who searched the scriptures daily, to see if these 
things were so. C. SIMMONS. 


nel 


“ECCLESIASTICAL BOARD.” 


Tse organization of this Board meets the feelings of the friends 
of truth in all’parts of the country. Many have long been desirous 
for something to be done; and the inquiry has often been made, 
especially by pious laymen, What can be done to combine the efforts 
of those who are willing to make sacrifices in support of the funda- 
mental ‘principles of the gospel? Such inquiries have not been 
local ;“they have come from the east, and from the west; and from 
the north, and from the south. Since the Convention in Providence, 
R. I., very many of the pious in numerous churches, have expressed 
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their gratification at the effort which has been made, and remarked, 
‘ This is just what we have long desired.’ One clergyman, who 
could not be present, says, ‘ 1 am glad you have organized, and shall 
do all 1 can to promote the objects of the Board.’ ‘Another, ‘I am 
ready to become a subscriber of five dollars, annually to its funds.’ 
One pious lady says, to a member of the Prudential Committee, ‘ I 
desire you to take this “ mite,” and forward it to the Treasurer of 
the Ecclesiastical Board.’ Another, ‘ Here is a trifle,—I am sorry 
I have no more, but it is all I have,—will you do me the favor to 
accept it for the Board ?” 

In August last, before the “ Proposition to the Churches” had 
been matured and sent abroad, a gentleman in Ohio wrote to another 
in one of the Middle States: — I am glad you intend to make some 
movement for the purpose of combining the efforts of the Orthodox 
in the cause of truth and salvation. I am but. poorly prepared to 
give any counsel in the case, excepting that I am ready to say, Let 
something be done. It is doubtless true, that the cause of truth is 
greatly loosing ground, and that too, on account of the inactivity of 
its professed friends. I am astonished when I look around me— 
astonished at the bold, unblushing course of such men as Beecher, 
Finney and others, in disseminating the semi-infidel tenets of Ar- 
minius. And indeed, what are we coming to? Dr. Beecher 
jJectures against infidelity, and yet preaches a gospel which is but a 
patch-work of Atheism and Christianity. Again, he impugns Popery, 
and yet vindicates the gag-laws of Lane Seminary. And soit is in 
most of our public iustitutions. Their popularity is sustained by 
acting on the fundamental principle of Popery. And here permit 
me to remark, that, in my opinion, all our anti-Popery efforts in this 
gountry will be of no avail, until we emancipate our Slaves. God 
threatens to bring down the violent dealings of wicked men upon 
their own pates, and give them the fruit of their own doings. And 
now is he not doing it here? We are witholding the Bible and the 
key of knowledge from the poor Blacks. God will send the adher- 
ents of the Pope among us, to take from us the Bible and the key 
of knowledge. We oppress the negro. The chains of Papal 
domination will (I fear) soon be upon us. Such is the view I take 
of the subject. Until we let go our oppressive hold upon the negro, 
by immediate emancipation, we shaJ], ] fear, make no head against 

opery. 

** As to the plan of an exclusive combined action by the Ortho- 
dox, I see not why it may not be very useful. The church is cer- 
tainly to live through the dark period; and if it Lives, it will give 
indications of life — indeed, it will live by living. And there is 
reason to think it will live through the instrumentality of a few 
active and zealous adherents to the truth. When error comes in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard — some- 
thing public, open, visible to all. But if we remain scattered, and 
aet in connection with the mass of the church, where will be the 
standard ? — we shall do little to any purpose.” 

The same gentlemen, in another letter to a member of the Board, 
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since its organization, expresses his gratification in view of the 
measure, and says, “ ‘The Constitution of the Board by the Churches, 
is as it should be. ‘The ‘ Confession of faith,’ I fully subscribe to.” 

Letters from other individuals in different States, speak in equally 
encouraging terms, and afford reason to believe, that the Board will 
be able to pursue its contemplated operations with more facility 
than was at first anticipated. 

At the second meeting of the Prudential Committee, an individ- 
ual, — whose name has not yet been disclosed, but for the fulfilment 
of whose pledge ample security has been proffered, — engaged to 
give “ five hundred dollars annually ron TEN years towards the 
commencement and support of a mission to Africa.” 

These facts are mentioned as an encouragement to the friends 
of truth; and it is hoped that many will be disposed to co-operate 
in their exertions ‘to fill the poor with bread,’ and to satisfy hungry 
souls with the word of life. 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
Sandwich Islands. 


Tne decease of Mr. Shepard, occurred during the general meet- 
ing of the missionaries at Honolulu, in July, 1834. He was born 
in Johnstown, Montgomery Co., N. Y., where he resided till he 
arrived at the age of manhood ; and where he first felt the power of the 

ospel to enlighten and save, and united with the church of Christ. 

Te also learnedjthe printer’s art in that place. He subsequently 
spent some years in the city of New York, where he became deeply 
interested in the work of missions to the heathen, and ultimately 
consecrated himself to the service of Christ in this sphere of labor. 
He embarked for the Sandwich Islands at Boston, Nov. 3d, 1827, 
for the purpose of taking charge of the printing department. 

conn . [Missionary Herald.| 


CENTRAL BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Tuts society, embracing the Synods of Virginia and North Caro- 
lina, held its annual meeting at the College church, Prince Edward 
county, Virginia, Oct. 24th, during the meeting of the Synod of Vir- 
ginia, heldjat the same place. The annual sermon was preached 
by Dr. Graham, of North Carolina, from Luke xxiv, 47. W. J. 
Armstrong, the secretary, read the annual report; after which Dr. 
Alexander,“of Princeton, N. J. and W. S. Plumer, of Richmond, 
addressed the meeting. Great interest was awakened on the occa- 
sion, indicating how deep and strong is the current of missionary 
feeling in that quarter. One gentleman arose and requested that 
he might be put down as a contributor of $100, to make him an 
honorary member. Others followed, until thirty-four persons, min- 
isters and laymen, had given their names, and an aggregate of 
$2,800. The donations were in sums of #100 and $50. Other 
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smaller donations were added ; making the whole amount received 
at the meeting nearly $3,000. 

In view of the probability that Mr. Armstrong would accept his 
appointment as one of the Secretaries of the A. B. C. F. M., Jacob 
D. Mitchell, of Lynchburg, Va. was elected secretary. 

Messrs. Titus Coan, H. Dimond and E. Hall, and their wives, 
and Miss Brown and Miss E. M. Hitchcock, who embarked at Bos- 
ton, in the 6 Hellespont, capt. Henry, in December last, arrived 
at Honolulu, June 6th. The voyage was pleasant and they received 
the kindest treatment from all onboard. Messrs. Dimond and Hall 
remain at Honolulu, the former taking charge of the department of 
book-binding, the latter that of printing, Mr. Rogers having been 
assigned, for the present, to the printing establishment at the High 
School near Jahaina. Mr. Coan is to be ascociated with Mr. Ly- 
man at Hilo on Hawaii. [Missionary Herald.] 


ARKANSAS CHEROKEES. 


Mes. Clarissa Palmer, wife of Doct. Marcus Palmer, of the sta- 
tion at Fairfield, died at Granville, Ohio, on the 8th of September. 
She had suffered much from impaired health during the last two 
or three years, and left her station in April last, hoping that release 
from*care and labor and a change of climate, would improve her 
health, as it had done before; but after lingering a few months and 
undergoing much pain, she was removed from this world of toil and 
affliction. [Missiomary Herald.} 


—_—- 





POPERY. 


Tue following articles, copied trom the “ Protestant Vindicator” 
of the 9th inst., tend to illustrate the imposition, despotism and 
danger of Popery. They are commended to the perusal of every 
reader of the Telegraph. 

Boston Jesuit AND Purcatory.-—An Irish Papist some time 
ago was in the hospital at Charlestown, Massachusetts; and when 
near death, he called the attending physician, and directed that five 
hundred dollars which he had in his possession should be paid over 
by the physician to his mother immediately after his decease. Just 
at that period one of the Boston Jesuits visited that Papist at the 
hospital, and having ascertained from the Doctor ail the particulars 
respecting the money, demanded an interview with the dying Irish- 
man ; and after a short period departed. ‘The Papist speedily called 
in the Doctor, and revoked his previous orders respecting the trans- 
fer of his cash to his Mother ; and peremptorily enjoined that the 
five hundred dollars should be paid to the Jesuit Priest immediately 
after his interment, as satisfaction for the pardon of his sins, and the 
deliverance of his soul from purgatory. The five hundred dollars 
were aceordingly paid to-Benedict Fenwick without delay. 
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Liverroot, Oct. 23.—-Proposed Protestant Association.--A 
meeting is to be held to-morrow in the Amphitheatre, for the purpose 
of taking measures for the formation of a Protestant Association in 
this town; when the superstitions, the falsehood, and the corruption 
of the Church of Rome, with its present dangerous bearings as to 
the Church of England will no doubt be fully and ably enlarged 
upon. This is precisely what is wanted; for it is the undeniable 
though astounding fact, that perhaps three-fourths of the people of 
Great Britain do not know what Popery is—-three-fourths of the 
people of a Protestant country are ignorant of what they protested 
against. 

Arrocious MURDER By A Partest.--An atrocious crime has been 
committed at Sainte Marie, in the Cote d’Or. Some days ago the 
members, the head, and part of the body of a female, were found in 
the river, but the face was so much disfigured, that though almost 
every inhabitant of the village went to view the remains, no one could 
recognise the person of the deceased. Strong circumstances fix this 
horrible murder on the rector of the commune, and point out the 
victim to have been a milliner from Lyons, the initial of whose name 
is B.—On the day of the discovery, one of the villagers met the rector, 
and, informing him of it, asked him to go and see q bady which 
had been taken out of the water without stating the candition; 
but the priest became agitated, and replied that he could not bear to 
look upon a spectacle so hideous. Though he was on his way to 
a funeral in an adjoining village, he immediately returned to his 
house, took his cane, and, instead of going where he intended, dis- 
appeared, and was not heard of for three weeks, His servant on 
being interrogated as to his absence said that he was gone to see 
his relations at Villefrance near Lyons, and would be back in a few 
days. His long continued absence led to suspicion. Search wag 
made, and in the rectory were found the name and address of the 
supposed victim, and her clothes marked with the letter B. These 
suspicious circumstances were strengthened by the finding of a pair 
of pantaloons stained with blood: the inhabitants of the village state 
that a lady, calling herself the neice or cousin of the rector, and 
known to be a milliner at Lyons, where he was for a long time 
vicar, had come to pass eight or ten days with him. Her person 
was known to them, as she constantly accompanied thejr pastor 
wherever he went, but it was impossible to identify the remains 
found. She was seen with him at the latter end of August, but then 
disappeared. ‘The rector’s servant could give no account of the 
visitor’s departure from Sainte Marie, as she herself happened to be 
absent for several days, at the time when the crime is supposed to 
have been perpetrated. Every portion of the murdered woman was 
found except the abdomen, and this leads to an apprehension that 
this was either burned or more carefully concealed, to prevent 
the discovery of her having been pregnant. A warrant was issued 
for his arrest, and we learn by the Courrier de Lyons, that he was 
taken in that town just as he was getting into the Dilligence for 
Geneva. [Galignani’s Messenger, Paris.] 
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CLOSE OF THE VOLUME. 


Tue presen: nuniber closes the first volume of the ‘ Telegraph 
and Review,’ in its present form. ‘The Editor is bound to return 
thanks to Almighty God, for sustaining him amidst the labors, trials 
and vicisitudes of another year, and tender his acknowledgments to 
those who have patronised and aided him ih his arduous duties. He 
has‘now determined, with the divine blessing, to pursue his labors in 
another volume, enlarged and improved. The encouragement, 
which I have already received, induces me to go forward, with a 
good degree of confidence, that the friends of truth will not be 
backward in lending their assistance. 

For the plan and terms of the next volume, the reader is referred 
te the Prospectus, inserted at the close of the last number, and on 
the second page of the cover to this. 

It is desirable that Agents, and those who intend to take the 
work another year, send in their subscriptions without delay; as no 
copies will be sent to those who do not scrupulously comply with 
the terms of the Prospectus. 

It is hoped, that a sense of justice, Lumanity, and the binding 
Pe aoe of our Savior’s “‘ golden rule,” will induce those who are 
in arrears, either for the Magazine, or the Telegraph in the weekly 
form, to send in their dues without waiting again to be reminded of 
their delinquency. 


To CorresPponpENTS.—T hose who have furnished matter for the 
pages of the Telegraph, will accept my sincere thanks; and a con- 
tinuance of their favors is respectfully solicited. The communica- 
tions of “ A. B.”’ and “ N.” shall appear in the January Number, 
Their insertion hitherto has been unavoidably deferred. 


POETRY. 


* 


THE LANDING OF THE PILGRIM FATHERS. 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 


The breaking waves dashed high 
On a stern and rock-bound coast, 
And the woods against a stormy sky, 

Their giant branches tost ; 


And the heavy night hung dark 
The hills and waters o’er, 

When a band of exiles moored their bark 
On the wild New-England shore. 


Not as the conqueror comes, 

They, the true hearted came, 
Not with the roll of the stirring drams, 
_ And the trumpet that sings of fame ; 
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Not as the flying come, _ 
In silence and in fear,— 

They shook the depths of the desert’s gloom 
With their hymns of lofty cheer. 


Amidst the storm they sang, 
And the stars heard and the sea! 

And the sounding aisles of the dim woods rang 
To the anthem of the free! 


‘ The ocean-eagle soared 
From his nest by the white wave’s foam, 
And the rocking pines of the forest roared— 
This was their welcome home ! 


There were men with hoary hair, 
Amidst that pilgrim-band ! 

Why had they come to wither there 
Away from their childhood’s land ? 


There was woman’s fearless eye, 
Lit by her deep love’s truth ; 

There was manhood’s brow serenely high, 
And the fiery heart of youth. 


What sought they thus afar? 
Bright jewels of the mine? 

The wealth of seas, the spoils of war ? 
---They sought a faith’s pure shrine! 


Ay, call it holy ground 
The soil where first they trod ! 

They have Ieft unstained what there they found— 
Freedom to worship God ! 


A CHILD'S FIRST IMPRESSION OF A STAR. 


She had been told that God made all the stars 
That twinkled up in heaven, and now she stood 
Watching the coming of the twilight on, 

As if it were a new and perfect world, 

And this were its firsteve. She stood alone 
By the low window, with the silken fash 

Of her soft eye upraised, and her sweet mouth 
Half parted with the new and strange delight 
Of beauty that she could not comprehend, 

And had not seen before. The purple folds 

Of the low sunset clouds, and the blue sky 
That looked so still and delicate above, 

Filled her young heart with gladness, and the eve 
Stole on with its deep shadows, and she still 
Stood looking at the west with that half smile, 
As if a pleasant thought were at her heart. 
Presently, in the edge of the last tint 

Of sunset, where the blue’ was melted in 

To the faint golden mellowness, a star 

Stood suddenly. A laugh of wild delight 

Burst from her lips, and putting up her hands, 
Her simple thought broke forth expressively— 
“ FATHER, DEAR FATHER, God Sos made a star!” 











